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for Flora and Johnny and himself, and books and sub-
scriptions to the current magazines he needed. Now, without
a penny in the house, he became hugely disgusted. The
economic indignities of his childhood, which he had come
to feel no human being should have to endure, taught him
to think that pauperism was as objectionable as great
wealth. He decided that he would be frankly and con-
sistently brutal about money, that only fools despised it.
"It's money I want, or rather the things money will buy;
and I can never possibly have too much. As to living on
practically nothing, I propose to do as little of that as I
possibly can. It's the feed not the breed that makes the man.
More money means more life to me. The habit of getting
money will never become one of my vices, but the habit of
spending money, ah God! I shall always be its victim. If
cash comes with fame, come fame; if cash comes without
fame, then come cash."

So saying, he pawned his books and magazines, the new
suit of clothes of which he had been so proud. As always,
his first stop after he left the pawnshop was the post office
where he bought stamps to send his manuscripts on their
way again. When "The Editor magazine offered him five
dollars for a seventeen-hundred-word article he was insulted,
but he took the money anyway. He went back to his work
with double incentive. He had been writing a thousand
words a day, six days a week, and made it a rule to make up
the next day any amount he fell behind. Now he increased
his stint to fifteen hundred words, then to two thousand,
but beyond that he refused to go.

"I insist that good work cannot be done at the rate of
three or four thousand words a day. Good work is not
strung out from the inkwell; it is built like a wall, every
brick carefully selected." The fact that he wanted lots of
money, quick money, did not make him careless in his
methods or sleazy in his thinking; nor did it change his
mind about the type of story he wanted to write. He
declared that if the magazines wanted to buy him body and
soul they were welcome if they could pay the price, yet all